
To the right is one of this yearôs Spring calves.  She is about 

nine months old and still nursing.  She and all the other 

Spring calves will be weaned the first week in January.  This 

will allow their mothers to have two to three months órestô 

before they calve again.  Cows breed every year and gestation 

is about nine months.   These older calves still nurse but not 

as often.  Calves and their mothers stay close together all the 

time.  Weaning is hard on both but has to be done and is part 

of the natural cycle.   

 

Below is an example of what happens every time we spread 

haylage for the cows to eat.  We spread it around the field in 

many smaller piles.  By spreading it out, everyone has 

a chance to get some.  If we dropped the bale in one 

spot, the larger cows would push the smaller cows 

away.  Plus, having 75 cows stand around in one spot 

results in a high concentration of óorganic fertilizerô, 

i.e., manure.  The only problem is ï these cows are cu-

rious and love to follow the tractor until thereôs noth-

ing left.  They seem to think those last pieces of hay-

lage are the tastiest and they push and shove each other 

to try to eat it off the spears!    

 

 We still have some minute steaks, ground beef, chuck 

roast, sirloin and NY strip steaks.  Thanks for your pa-

tronage and Merry Christmas!   

Welcome to the Sugar Hill Farm newsletter for December 2011.   

Visit our website at:  www.gograssfedbeef.com  
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